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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dodson 
(U.S. 6,513,159 Bl) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A). 

5. As to claim 1, Dodson teaches a method for installing a printer driver (installing new 
drivers from driver source; col, 2, lines 63-65) stored on a recording medium on a computer 
terminal (Driver source may be a computer-readable medium 145; col. 2, lines 51-54) 
comprising referring information set in the computer terminal (Master installer ... the platform 
configuration and its version; col. 3, lines 9-20), and determining what driver to install 
(determines what drives need to be installed or updated in the computer system; col. 5, lines 4-6 
and 40-43), selecting one of the multiple drivers stored on the recording medium on the basis of 



Application/Control Number: 09/910,282 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2126 

the computer's platform configuration and its version (the drivers that need to be installed are 
obtained form the driver source location; col 5, lines 63-65), and installing the selected driver on 
the computer terminal (the needed drivers are installed on the computer system; col. 5, lines 66- 
67). Although Dodson does not explicitly teach printer drivers, Dodson teaches the computer 
system includes a printer, and different equipments, and the installing process install all the 
needed drivers so the computer system can control the printer and other equipments (col. 2, lines 
26-32 and abstract). Inherently, Dodson teaches printer drivers. 

6. However, Dodson does not teach referring regional information set in the computer 
terminal in advance. Canon teaches referring regional information set in the computer terminal in 
advance in order to install the correct software such as device drivers and application program 
(page 2, lines 20-24 and page 4, lines 17-20 and page 2, lines 3-6). 

7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Dodson and Canon because it would eliminate user's 
burden for selecting the software for the region that the user belong, and the manufacture can 
prepare only one kind of pre-installation software for each language, so that the manufacture can 
achieve a substantial saving in the process of preparation, evaluation, and management (page 6, 
lines 10-20). 

8. As to claim 11, it corresponds to the method claim of claim 1 except it is a computer 
product claim. 
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9. Claims 2 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dodson 
(U.S. 6,513,159 Bl) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A) further in view of Garney (U.S. 
6,081,850). 

10. As to claim 2, Dodson does not teach the selection step comprising steps of referring to a 
table that correlates the regional information with addresses where each printer driver is stored, 
and selecting one of the printer drivers by specifying an address corresponding to the regional 
information. Garney teaches device drivers are stored on a mass storage device of a computer 
system (col. 6, lines 1-10), the mass storage device has a look up table which maps each type of 
the card to a memory area of the mass storage device, and the device driver to control the card is 
stored in the memory area (col 4, lines 44-55), and selecting one of the driver by specifying an 
address (point directly to the location on the mass storage device of the device driver; col 9, 
lines 22-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Dodson and Garney because it would improve 
the performance of Dodson' s system by referring directly to the locations of the software that 
need to be installed. 



11. 



As to claim 12, see rejection of claim 2 above. 
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12. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dodson (U.S. 
6,513,159 Bl) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A) further in view of Harding (U.S. 
5,794,052). 

13. As to claim 3, Dodson does not teach the regional information set in the computer 
terminal in advance includes information concerning language set in the computer terminal. 
Harding teaches the regional information set in the computer terminal in advance includes 
information concerning language set in the computer terminal (The software setup . . . language 
keyboard configuration; col. 13, lines 5-10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Dodson and Harding 
because it reduces the time needed for setting up a computer system in a user selected language 
version of the operating system (abstract). 

14. Claims 4-5 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crick et al. (U.S. 5,781,797) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A). 

15. As to claim 4, Crick teaches referring information set in the computer terminal in 
advance (the driver configuration routine scans the load table, the load table contains a list of 
pointers to component drivers that are available to be configured into device driver; col. 5, lines 
21-31), selecting a piece of setup information form multiple pieces of information stored on the 
computer based on the information (the routine selects the component driver pointed to by the 
last entry in the load table; col. 5, lines 58- 59 and each component driver performs a function 



Application/Control Number: 09/910,282 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2126 

that may be used in accessing a device; abstract), installing a control program (device control 
block; col. 6, lines 10-13 and col. 5, lines 64-67) and the selected piece of setup information on 
the computer terminal (loading each remaining in the load table; col. 5, lines 63-64). Although 
Crick does not explicitly teach printer driver, Crick teaches the driver in general, it would have 
been obvious the printer driver could be installed instead. 



16. However, Crick does not teach referring regional information set in the computer 
terminal in advance. Canon teaches referring regional information set in the computer terminal in 
advance in order to install the correct software such as device drivers and application program 
(page 2, lines 20-24 and page 4, lines 17-20 and page 2, lines 3-6). 



17. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Crick and Canon because it would eliminate user's burden 
for selecting the software for the region that the user belong, and the manufacture can prepare 
only one kind of pre-installation software for each language, so that the manufacture can achieve 
a substantial saving in the process of preparation, evaluation, and management (page 6, lines 10- 
20). 



1 8. As to claim 5, Crick teaches the selection step is executed by using a setup selection 
module (the driver configuration routine ... configured into device driver; col. 5, lines 22-27). 
However, Crick does not teach the setup selection module contained in the control program. 
Crick teaches the setup selection module is part of the operating system and used to configure the 
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device driver, it would have been obvious the location of the setup module could be stored in the 
control program instead for better maintain. 

19. As to claim 13, it corresponds to the method claim of claim 4 except it is a computer 
product claim. 

20. As to claim 14, see rejection of claim 5 above. 

21. Claims 6-8 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crick et al. (U.S. 5,781,797) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A) further in view of Hanson 
(U.S. 6,148,346). 

22. As to claim 6, Crick does not teach the setup information includes language information 
used for displaying the status of printing conditions a screen. Crick teaches the component driver 
performs a function that may be used in accessing a device (abstract). Hanson teaches the 
displayed GUI regarding the printer setup information, menu items selections and status 
information of the printer are provided from the printer driver (col. 5, lines 13-43). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Crick and Hanson because the component driver could be the function to display the 
printing condition on the screen. 
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23. As to claim 7, Crick does not teach the setup information includes information on 
printing paper sizes to be used on the printer. Crick teaches the component driver performs a 
function that may be used in accessing a device (abstract). Hanson teaches the displayed paper 
size is provided from the printer driver (col. 5, lines 53-59). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Crick and 
Hanson because the component driver could be the function to display the paper size to be used. 

24. As to claim 8, Crick does not teach the setup information includes information on 
measurement unit systems to be used for setting up printing conditions and displays. Crick 
teaches the component driver performs a function that may be used in accessing a device 
(abstract). Hanson teaches the displayed GUI regarding the printer setup information, menu 
items selections and status information of the printer are provided from the printer driver (col. 5, 
lines 13-43). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Crick and Hanson because the component driver 
could be the function to specify the measurement unit systems to be used. 

25. As to claims 15-17, see rejections of claims 6-8 above. 

26. Claims 9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crick et 
al. (U.S. 5,781,797) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A) further in view of Garney (U.S. 
6,081,850). 
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27. As to claim 9, Crick does not teach the selection step including the steps of referring to a 
table that correlates the regional information with addresses where each piece of setup 
information is stored, and selecting a piece of setup information from multiple pieces of 
information by specifying an address corresponding to the regional information. Garney teaches 
device drivers are stored on a mass storage device of a computer system (col, 6, lines 1-1 0), the 
mass storage device has a look up table which maps each type of the card to a memory area of 
the mass storage device, and the device driver to control the card is stored in the memory area 
(col. 4, lines 44-55), and selecting one of the driver by specifying an address (point directly to 
the location on the mass storage device of the device driver; col. 9, lines 22-27). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Crick and Garney because it would improve the performance of Crick system by 
referring directly to the locations of the software that need to be installed. 

28. As to claim 18, see rejection of claim 9 above. 

29. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crick et al. (U.S. 
5,781,797) in view of Canon Inc. (JP, 10-254708, A) further in view of Harding (U.S. 
5,794,052). 

30. As to claim 10, Crick does not teach the regional information set in the computer 
terminal in advance includes information concerning language set in the computer terminal. 
Harding teaches the regional information set in the computer terminal in advance includes 
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information concerning language set in the computer terminal (The software setup . . . language 
keyboard configuration; col. 13, lines 5-10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Crick and Harding 
because it reduces the time needed for setting up a computer system in a user selected language 
version of the operating system (abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Diem K Cao whose telephone number is (703) 305-5220. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:00AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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